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Puntius kelumi, 
a new species of cyprinid fish from Sri Lanka 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Rohan Pethiyagoda*, Anjana Silva**, Kalana Maduwage*** 
and Madhava Meegaskumbura****

Puntius kelumi, new species, is described from south-western Sri Lanka. It is distinguished from all other Sri 
Lankan and Peninsular-Indian Puntius by having the last unbranched dorsal-fin ray smooth; body depth 28.6-
35.5 % of SL; rostral barbels absent; maxillary barbels present, about as long as eye diameter; 20-23 lateral-line 
scales on body; { 3/1/2 { scales in transverse line from mid-dorsum to pelvic-fin origin; and sides of head and 
body of breeding males rough, extensively tuberculated. Puntius layardi Günther is apparently a valid species 
from Sri Lanka, but has not been observed in the wild since 1868. Leuciscus binotatus Blyth, its replacement name 
Barbus tetraspilus Günther, and its junior objective synonym B. innominatus Day, remain species inquirendae.

Introduction

Puntius dorsalis (Jerdon, 1849) was originally 
described from rivers and tanks around Madras 
(now Chennai, Tamil Nadu State, South India). 
The species, which is widely distributed across 
the southern part of Peninsular India (Jayaram, 
1991; Talwar & Jhingran, 1991), was first re-
corded from Sri Lanka by Day (1878), following 
which it has been regularly included in the is-
land’s ichthyofaunal inventories (e.g., Duncker, 
1912; Deraniyagala, 1930; Munro, 1955; Senanay-
ake, 1980; Pethiyagoda, 1991).
 No type material of P. dorsalis is known (Esch-
meyer 1998), which Jerdon (1849) described only 

as follows: “Head is 3 { times in total length; 
height is 3 times the same; snout irregular, 26 
scales along the sides in 8 rows; 2 labial cirri; 
profile rising to dorsal and descending rapidly to 
the end of that fin thence nearly straight; bluish 
above, yellowish on the sides, silvery beneath, a 
black spot on each side of the tail occasionally; 
fins with a yellowish tinge; D.3-8, A.7, &c. Dorsal 
fin with a black spot on its base behind; 4 to 5 
inches long.”
 Despite the brevity of Jerdon’s description, 
the identity of P. dorsalis was stabilized by Day 
(1878), who redescribed and illustrated the spe-
cies. No other South Indian Puntius reaches a 
(total) length of 5 inches (12.5 cm) and bears the 
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