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Two new catfish species of the genus Amblyceps 
from Manipur, India 

(Teleostei: Amblycipitidae)

Irengbam Linthoingambi* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Amblyceps torrentis and A. tuberculatum, new species, are described from Chindwin basin in Manipur, India. 
Ambly ceps torrentis is similar to A. apangi and A. murraystuarti in general appearance. However, it differs from 
A. apangi in having equal jaws length and a smaller distance between eye and nasal barbel base. It differs from 
A. murraystuarti in presence of complete lateral line and equal jaw length. Amblyceps tuberculatum differs from 
A. mangois and A. arunachalensis in presence of a lateral line and from A. carinatum in having a wider interdorsal 
length and a longer adipose dorsal base.
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Introduction

The catfish genus Amblyceps is characteristic in 
having the epiphyseal commissure of the supraor-
bital sensory canals immediately anterior to, and 
not passing through the epiphyseal bar; the an-
terior cranial fontanelle narrowing abruptly along 
its posterior end offering epiphyseal commisure 
bony support from frontal; the fifth ceratobranchi-
al expanding medially at its posterior tip; pinnate-
like rays along anterior margin of the procurrent 
and medial caudal-fin rays; a transverse crest 
along entire posterior margin of roof of supraoc-
cipital and pterotic; the lateroposterior process of 
horizontal lamina of urohyal short or vestigial, 
shorter than the horizontal lamina; the upper 
hypurals fused with compound centrum; the 
anterior nostril situated immediately anterior to 
the base of the nasal barbel; and both lips with 
double folds (Chen & Lundberg, 1995). It is also 
characteristic in having a prominent cup-like skin 

flap above the base of the pectoral spine (Hora, 
1933).
 Blyth (1858) created the genus Amblyceps with 
A. caecutiens from Moulmein, Myanmar as type 
species. Day (1877) recognized only A. mangois 
from India, Burma (Myanmar) and Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka) and considered A. caecutiens and A. tenui-
spinis of Ghazipur, India (Ganga-Brahmaputra 
basin) as synonyms. Chen & Lundberg (1995) 
recognized four valid species. Later, Ng & Kot-
telat (2000) reviewed the genus and recognized 
10 valid species including 5 new species. They 
did not mention A. apangi and A. arunachalensis 
from Arunachal Pradesh, India. Ng (2001, 2005) 
described A. macropterus and A. carinatum. Ng 
(2005) recognized 13 species and considered 
A. arunachalensis a synonym of A. mangois. Vish-
wanath & Linthoingambi (2007) resurrected 
A. arunachalensis from synonymy. The present 
paper describes two new species from the Chind-
win basin in Manipur, India. 
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