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We have recently discussed the identity and 
nomenclatural status of Tachysurus La Cepède, 
1803 and its type species Tachysurus sinensis La 
Cepède, 1803 (Ng & Kottelat, 2007). After 200 
years of debates, the identity of the species de-
picted by La Cepède remained unclear; and the 
name has remained incertae sedis (Ferraris, 2007). 
The fate of incertae sedis names is either to be 
validated, synonymised or suppressed. There is 
no justification that they remain incertae sedis 
forever.
 In our 2007 paper, we provided evidence that 
T. sinensis is a species of Pseudobagrus Bleeker, 
1859 and we designated a neotype for T. sinensis 
to fix the identity of the species and the genus. 
We also redescribed the species.  
 Our work was published in “Electronic Jour-
nal of Ichthyology” which appears on the Internet 
only, as a series of downloadable files in the PDF 
format. CD-ROMs and printed copies of these 
PDF-files are deposited in twelve libraries listed 
in the paper itself as well as on the web-site of 
the journal (http://ichthyology.tau.ac.il/). In the 
view of many colleagues (including us), this sat-
isfies the criteria of publication set in art. 8.6 of 
the International Code of Zoological Nomencla-
ture (hereunder Code). To others, this does not. 
 In recent times, there has been much discus-
sion and alternative interpretations around arti-

cles 8.6 and 9.8 of the Code. Article 8.6 specifies 
requirements for publication using a method 
other than printing on paper, and Article 9.8 
explicitly excludes electronic only publication 
using the http protocol also known as the World 
Wide Web protocol. These articles were discussed 
and written before 1999 and it was of course 
impossible then to predict the technological de-
velopments and they could only be vague under 
today’s condition. The issue of electronic publica-
tion is now debated in different forums and 
within the International Commission on Zoo-
logical Nomenclature. In any case, however ur-
gent it may be to adapt to new publishing plat-
forms, there is a great likelihood that this issue 
will not be settled for some time. There may thus 
be different understandings whether Ng & Kot-
telat (2007) has been published in the meaning of 
the Code, Article 8.
 While some colleague welcomed our solution 
to the long-lasting Tachysurus enigma, others have 
expressed disagreement. As this is potentially 
going to create debate, we feel it necessary to 
ensure that the debate will not be more compli-
cated by superimposing another debate on the 
availability of our publication for nomenclatural 
purposes. To ensure this, we are providing here, 
on paper, a confirmation of the nomenclatural 
acts in our 2007 electronic publication.
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