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Psilorhynchus breviminor, 
a new species of psilorhynchid fish from Myanmar 

(Ostariophysi: Psilorhynchidae)

Kevin W. Conway* and Richard L. Mayden*

Psilorhynchus breviminor, new species, is described from the Ayeyarwaddy River drainage, Shan State, Myanmar. 
It is distinguished by its short, deep body and caudal peduncle, reduced 1st branchiostegal ray, 9 branched dorsal-
fin rays and naked mid-ventral region.
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Introduction

The genus Psilorhynchus McClelland contains 
small, ventrally flattened cypriniform fishes dis-
tributed throughout the Ganga-Brahmaputra 
drainage of northeastern India, Nepal, Bangladesh 
and southeastern Tibet, the Ayeyarwaddy drain-
age of Northern Myanmar, and the Ataran River 
Basin of Southern Myanmar (Rainboth, 1983; 
Conway & Kottelat, 2007). The genus was first 
recorded from Myanmar by Mukerji (1933), based 
on two specimens identified as P. balitora, col-
lected from the tributary streams of the Malihka 
River (Kachin State). Additional specimens were 
later collected in 1939 during the AMNH Vernay 
Hopwood Upper Chindwin Expedition from two 
localities: an unnamed tributary of the Chindwin 
at Minsin (Sagaing Division); and the Uye River 
at Kora (Kachin State). The specimens collected 
at Minsin were identified as P. balitora (AMNH 
13811). Hora & Misra (1941) described P. homalo-
ptera var. rowleyi based on three specimens col-
lected from the Uye River at Kora. Recently, 

Conway & Kottelat (2007) described P. robustus, 
a large species known only from the headwaters 
of the Ataran River, close to the border with 
Thailand (Kayin [Karen] State). The description 
of P. robustus significantly expanded the known 
range of Psilorhynchus within Myanmar, which 
was previously recorded (in literature) only from 
Northern Myanmar (Mukerji, 1933; Rainboth, 
1983) and unknown from drainages east of the 
Ayeyarwaddy. Examination of specimens of 
Psilorhynchus deposited in the Raffles Zoological 
Collection from the middle Ayeyarwaddy (Shan 
State) revealed the presence of an additional 
Myanmarese species, which is described herein 
as new. 

Materials and methods

Measurements and counts generally follow Con-
way & Kottelat (2007). Lateral line scales are 
counted from the anteriormost scale (the first scale 
to bear a canal) to the posteriormost scale of the 
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