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Distichodus teugelsi a new distichodontid 
from the middle Congo River basin, Africa 

(Characiformes: Distichodontidae)

Victor Mamonekene* and Emmanuel Vreven**

Distichodus teugelsi, new species, is described from the middle Congo River basin. The species is distinguished 
from all other Distichodus species by the following combination of characters: presence of two rows of bicuspid 
teeth on upper jaw and a single one on lower jaw; unique colour pattern characterised by a light greenish band 
dividing the flanks into a darker greenish upper and lower part. Distichodus teugelsi is a dwarf species of Distichodus 
(maximum size: 65.0 mm TL), based on the presence of nearly ripe eggs in several female specimens (50.9-54.3 mm 
SL). With a single row of bicuspid teeth in the lower jaw, instead of two rows, both dwarf Distichodus species 
(D. teugelsi, D. decemmaculatus) differ in this respect from the current diagnosis of the genus.

* Institut de Développement Rural, Université Marien Ngouabi, BP 69, Brazzaville, République du Congo.  
E-mail: mamonekene@hotmail.com

** Royal Museum for Central Africa, Vertebrate Section, Ichthyology, B-3080 Tervuren, Belgium.  
E-mail: emmanuel.vreven@africamuseum.be

Introduction

The Distichodontidae is an endemic African 
freshwater fish family. Members of the family can 
be readily distinguished from other African 
characiforms by the possession of true ctenoid 
scales, with the ctenii formed of a series of inde-
pendent ossifications along the posterior margin 
of the scale and in having at least some bicuspid 
teeth in each jaw (Vari, 2007).
 The species of the genus Distichodus are char-
acterised by the following unique combination of 
characters: an upper jaw that is only slightly 
mobile with respect to the cranium, an edentulous 
maxilla not tightly fixed to the posterior part of 
the premaxilla, two rows of bicuspid teeth in each 
jaw, a mobile joint between the dentary and the 

angulo-articular, and a completely pored lateral 
line (Vari, 2007). 
 Twenty four Distichodus species are currently 
recognised (Vari, 2007). Five species are known 
from the Lower Guinea ichthyofaunal province: 
D. engycephalus, D. hypostomatus, D. kolleri, D. no-
tospilus and D. rostratus. Twelve species are 
known from the Congo River basin (Daget & 
Gosse, 1984): D. affinis, D. altus, D. antonii, D. atro-
ventralis, D. decemmaculatus, D. fasciolatus, D. lan-
gi [possible synonym of D. antonii (see Daget & 
Gosse, 1984)], D. lusosso, D. maculates, D. noboli, 
D. notospilus, and D. sexfasciatus. 
 The right bank Congo River tributaries run-
ning through the Republic of Congo have not yet 
been the subject of an ichthyofaunal investigation. 
Within the framework of the project “Appui au 
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