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A review of the genus Laubuca in Sri Lanka, 
with description of three new species 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Rohan Pethiyagoda*, Maurice Kottelat**, Anjana Silva*, Kalana Maduwage* 
and Madhava Meegaskumbura***

The species hitherto included in the genus Chela are shown to belong to two distinct genera, Chela (type species 
C. cachius) and Laubuca (type species L. laubuca). The Indian and Sri Lankan species of Laubuca (L. laubuca, L. fas-
ciata, L. dadyburjori, L. lankensis and three new species, L. insularis, L. ruhuna and L. varuna) are distinguished from 
C. cachius, the type species of Chela (among other characters) by having 14 pre-caudal vertebrae (vs. 17 in C. cachius); 
31-37 + 1-2 lateral-line scales (vs. 56-61 + 3-4); 7-11 scales in transverse line on body (vs. 17-19); and 14-20 branched 
anal-fin rays (vs. 21-23). Within Sri Lanka, the dry-zone species L. lankensis and L. insularis are distinguished from 
their wet-zone congeners L. varuna and L. ruhuna by having the skin over the dentary densely tuberculated (vs. 
tubercles minute, widely spaced). Laubuca lankensis is distinguished from L. insularis by its shorter pelvic fins (not 
reaching anal-fin origin, vs. reaching beyond base of third branched anal-fin ray in L. insularis); while L. ruhuna 
is distinguished from L. varuna by its deeper body (2.9-3.1 in SL, vs. 3.2-3.6 in L. varuna).
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Introduction

Silas (1958), in his revision of the diminutive keel-
bellied cyprinids of the genus Chela Hamilton, 
1822, recognized four species from peninsular 
India: C. cachius (Hamilton, 1822), C. laubuca 
(Hamilton, 1822), C. dadyburjori Menon, 1952 (see 
Silas, 1958: 92, for spelling emendation), and 
C. fasciata Silas, 1958. The second of these had 
been first recorded from Sri Lanka (as Perilampus 
laubuca) at Vakvella on the Gin River in the is-
land’s south by Duncker (1912), a range De-

raniyagala (1930, 1952), Senanayake (1980) and 
Pethiyagoda (1991) extended to include many 
other locations in the island’s lowland habitats.
 Silas (1958) considered Laubuca to be a syno-
nym of Chela (a synonymy widely followed in the 
subsequent literature: e.g., Banarescu, 1969; Tal-
war & Jhingran, 1991), and identified the Sri 
Lankan populations of this genus as part of a 
morphologically variable C. laubuca, which he 
considered to be widely distributed through India, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sumatra. Based on Silas’ (1958) 
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