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Alburnus demiri, a new species of bleak
from Western Anatolia, Turkey
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Miifit Ozulug* and Jorg Freyhof**

Alburnus demiri, new species, from Tahtali drainage, West Anatolia, is distinguished from other Anatolian Albur-
nus by 43-46+3 scales in lateral series, 18-21 gill rakers, a faint dark lateral stripe on body and anal-fin origin

below branched dorsal-fin ray 7-8.

Introduction

Turkey seem to be inhabited by one of the most
diverse and species rich freshwater ichthyofaunas
in the Western Paleactic. Nowhere else in Western
Asia or in Europe, there is such a large amount
of local endemic species. This high fish diversity
is still connected to a high number of unresolved
taxonomic problems. In the perspective of mod-
ern conservation concepts, taxonomic problems
are a major stumbling block. Following the IUCN
criteria for red listing (Smith & Darwall 2006), a
significant parts of Turkey’s highly endemic fish
fauna must actually be listed as Data Deficient
because of unresolved taxonomic problems. These
problems should not be simply vaguely addressed
and then ignored, but there is an urgent need to
resolve them by accumulating data from field
surveys and modern taxonomic studies.

The western Palearctic genus Alburnus is an
excellent example for this problem. The diversity
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of European species of Alburnus was recently
summarized by Freyhof & Kottelat (2007a-b) and
Kottelat & Freyhof (2007) who demonstrated that
20 species of Alburnus occur in Europe, where
earlier authors had recognised only four. While
common text-books as Geldiay & Balik (1996)
recorded 9 species [if A. mossulensis and A. adan-
ensis are considered as synonyms of A. sellal] in
Alburnus (including Chalcalburnus) from Turkey,
Bogutskaya (1997), Bogutskaya et al. (2000) and
Ozulug & Freyhof (2007) recorded already 19
species in Turkey and addressed several unre-
solved problems.

With 20 species of Alburnus (including the
species described here) Turkey is clearly the
center of diversity of this genus, which actually
holds 41 species. Turkish shemayas of the A. chal-
coides species group were recently reviewed by
Ozulug & Freyhof (2007). The new species de-
scribed here does not belong to shemayas but
seem to be closer to the bleaks of the A. alburnus
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