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Batasio feruminatus, 
a new species of bagrid catfish from Myanmar 

(Siluriformes: Bagridae), 
with notes on the identity of B. affinis and B. fluviatilis

Heok Hee Ng* and Maurice Kottelat**

Batasio feruminatus, new species, is described from the Ataran River drainage in Myanmar. It is distinguished 
from congeners in having the base of the adipose fin in contact with (vs. separate from) the base of the last dorsal-
fin ray and in having a color pattern on the body consisting of both an oblique predorsal bar and a thin longitu-
dinal black stripe. The identities of B. affinis and B. fluviatilis are also discussed; the former species is rediagnosed 
and B. niger is a junior subjective synonym, and B. fluviatilis is a senior subjective synonym of B. havmolleri.
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Introduction

Batasio species are small, laterally compressed 
bagrid catfishes generally found in fast-flowing 
hill streams throughout South Asia, Myanmar, 
the Salween and Mae Khlong drainages of Thai-
land and the northern Malay Peninsula. They are 
diagnosed (together with Chandramara) from 
other members of the Bagridae in possessing large 
sensory pores on the head, a narrow mental re-
gion, the transversely elongated, bar-like ento-
pterygoid, and the close contact of the metaptery-
goid with the quadrate (Mo, 1991). Batasio is 
distinguished from Chandramara by the absence 
(vs. presence) of a pair of prominent posterior 
processes on the anterior part of the vomer. The 
most recent study (Ng, 2006) recognized 14 valid 

species of Batasio: B. batasio, B. tengana, B. affinis, 
B. dayi, B. havmolleri, B. merianiensis, B. travancoria, 
B. pakistanicus, B. tigrinus, B. elongatus, B. sharava-
tiensis, B. macronotus, B. fasciolatus and B. spilurus. 
An additional species, B. niger, was described by 
Vishwanath & Darshan (2006a) from material 
collected in the Irrawaddy River drainage in India 
after the publiation of Ng (2006).
 Recently, the second author obtained Batasio 
material collected from the Ataran River drainage 
in southern Myanmar. Our examination of this 
material indicated that it consisted of two species 
(B. affinis and B. feruminatus), the second of which 
was unnamed and is described here. In the course 
of our investigation, we also found problems with 
the identity of the species we earlier referred to 
as B. affinis and B. havmolleri (see Ng & Kottelat, 
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