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Rediagnosis of four species of Alburnus from Turkey 
and description of two new species 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Müfit Özulug* and Jörg Freyhof**

Alburnus carinatus (from Lakes Manyas and Ulubat), A. istanbulensis (small rivers in Turkish Thrace and Lake 
Sapanca), A. nicaeensis (Lake Iznik) and A. derjugini (River Çoruh in north-eastern Anatolia) are valid species and 
are rediagnosed. Alburnus sapancae (from Lake Sapanca) is a simultaneous subjective synonym of A. istanbulensis 
and this last name has precedence. Two new species are described: Alburnus battalgilae, from River Gediz drain-
age and A. attalus from River Bakir drainage (Turkey). 
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Introduction

Within five years, Fahire Battalgil (later F. Bat-
talgazi) (1905-1948) described 30 taxa of Turkish 
freshwater fishes (Battalgil, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1944; 
Battalgazi, 1944). While five are infrasubspecific, 
only six of the remaining 25 names are accepted 
as valid by recent authors (Bogutskaya, 1997; 
Bogutskaya et al., 2000; Erkakan et al., 1999; Gel-
diay & Balik, 1999; Kottelat, 1997; Kuru, 2004). 
Ten of the taxa described by Battalgil belong to 
the genus Alburnus and from these, four (A. cari-
natus, A. istanbulensis, A. nicaeensis, A. sapancae) 
were described as subspecies of Chalcalburnus 
chalcoides (from Caspian Sea basin), for which the 
name shemayas (a common name in Russian 
language) has been used as an English name (Berg, 
1949; Maitland, 2000). All species of Chalcalburnus 
are now considered to belong to the genus Albur-

nus (see Bogutskaya & Naseka, 2004; Freyhof & 
Kottelat, 2007b). All four Turkish shemayas listed 
above were listed as subspecies of C. chalcoides by 
Ladiges (1960) but are considered to be synonyms 
of Alburnus chalcoides by later authors as Geldiay 
& Balik (1999), Kottelat (1997) and Kuru (2004). 
The reason, why most of Battalgil’s species are 
actually not accepted as valid, is related to the 
very short descriptions and the absence of type 
material in most of them. The description of 
shemayas by Battalgil (1941) is limited to 6-7 lines 
and there is no illustration. From the descriptions 
alone, it is impossible to decide about the valid-
ity of the species. However, it is hard to believe 
that she might have described the same species 
four times within a single study. It will be neces-
sary to examine of fresh material from the type 
localities to clarify the status of most of Battalgil’s 
species. 
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