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A review of the eel-loaches, genus Pangio, from Myanmar
(Teleostei: Cypriniformes: Cobitidae)

Ralf Britz* and James Maclaine*

Three new species of the genus Pangio from Myanmar and one new species from India are described. Pangio
elongata, new species, from streams in the Tanintharyi division of southern Myanmar is distinguished by the
number of abdominal vertebrae. Pangio signicauda, new species, and P. lumbriciformis, new species, both from the
Ayeyarwaddy drainage in northern Myanmar differ from their congeners by a unique colour pattern and total
vertebral count. The status of P. fusca is clarified and we recognize it as a distinct species differing from P. pangia,
with which it was confused previously, by the lack of the pelvic girdle and fins. Pangio apoda, new species, from
the Tista drainage in India, also characterized by the lack of the pelvic girdle and fins, differs from P. fusca by

fewer abdominal vertebrae, a further anteriorly placed dorsal fin, and the absence of a nasal barbel.

Introduction

The genus Pangio comprises small, eel-like cypri-
niforms distributed in India and most of Indo-
china (Kottelat & Lim, 1993). The Sunda Islands
harbour the greatest diversity with a total of 16
Pangio species (Kottelat & Lim, 1993; Kottelat et
al., 1993; Kottelat & Whitten, 1996). In contrast,
only a few eel-loach species are known from India
and Myanmar (Blyth, 1860; Giinther, 1868; Vin-
ciguerra, 1890; Day, 1872; 1898; Prashad & Muke-
1ji, 1929; Talwar & Jhingran, 1992; Menon, 1992;
Jayaram, 1999): three species are recorded for
India, Pangio pangia, P. goaensis, and P. longipinnis,
and only two nominal species have been re-
ported from Myanmar, P. pangia and P. fusca.
Pangio fusca was described by Blyth (1860) as
Apua fusca from the Sittang basin in Myanmar,
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whereas P. pangia was originally described as
Cobitis pangia from the Ganges drainage in India
by Hamilton (1822), but has often been regarded
as the senior synonym of A. fusca Blyth.

On comparison between recently collected
material from Myanmar, which perfectly match-
es Prashad & Mukerji’s (1929) illustration of
P. pangia, and Hamilton’s figure of P. pangia as
reproduced in M’Clelland (1839), it became clear
that they represent two different species. This
lead us to reinvestigate the species of Pangio in
Myanmar based on several recent collections. We
found that this material contained three unnamed
species, which are described herein. Among the
comparative material from India was another new
species and we use this opportunity to make a
name available for it, too.
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