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Apteronotus magoi, a new species of ghost knifefish 
from the Río Orinoco basin, Venezuela 

(Gymnotiformes: Apteronotidae) 

Carlos David de Santana*, Otto Castillo** and Donald Taphorn**

Apteronotus magoi, new species, is described from Caño Bravo, Río Apure drainage, Río Orinoco basin, Barinas 
state, Venezuela. It is diagnosed from all species in Apteronotus by the unique combination of a dark brown to 
black body with a prominent, broad cream-colored or yellow band on the chin and the dorsal surface of the head; 
a narrow cream-colored band on the mid-dorsal region of body; and a caudal peduncle with a white background 
mottled with black or dark brown spots.

Se describe Apteronotus magoi, una especie nueva de pez cuchillo fantasma, para el caño Bravo, una difluencia del 
río Apure en la cuenca del Orinoco, estado Barinas, Venezuela. Se diferencia de todas las especies del género 
Apteronotus por la siguiente combinación de caracteres: un cuerpo oscuro, negro o marrón, una banda ancha de 
color crema o amarillo sobre la barbilla y la superficie dorsal de la cabeza, y una banda más angosta de la misma 
coloración sobre la porción medio dorsal del cuerpo; el pedúnculo caudal de coloración blanquecina con manchas 
oscuras irregulares. 
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Introduction

Sixty-five species of the Gymnotiformes are re-
ported from Venezuela, of which 60 are known 
to inhabit the Río Orinoco basin (Lasso et al., 2004; 
Lundberg, 2005; de Santana & Taphorn, 2006). 
The Neotropical family Apteronotidae, the ghost 
electric knifefishes, includes 53 valid species 
(Albert, 2003; de Santana, 2003; de Santana et al., 
2004; de Santana & Maldonado-Ocampo, 2005; 
de Santana & Taphorn, 2006), twenty of which 
are known to occur in the Río Orinoco basin 
(Lasso et al., 2004; de Santana & Taphorn, 2006), 

with at least five of these, “Apteronotus” apurensis 
(Albert & Campos-da-Paz, 1998), Apteronotus 
macrostomus, Sternarchorhynchus roseni, Sternarcho-
rhynchus gnomus, and Sternachella orinoco, being 
endemic to this hydrographic system. Recent 
collecting efforts conducted by the second author 
in Caño Bravo, a tributary of the Río Apure in 
Estado Barinas, yielded a new species belonging 
to Apteronotus sensu Albert & Campos-da-Paz 
(1998). This genus comprises 15 valid species, 
A. albifrons, A. brasiliensis, A. caudimaculosus, A. cu-
chillo, A. cuchillejo, A. ellisi, A. eschmeyeri, A. juru-
bidae, A. leptorhynchus, A. macrostomus, A. magda-
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