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Apteronotus camposdapazi, 
a new species of black ghost electric knifefish, 

from the Rio Tocantins basin, Brazil 
(Gymnotiformes: Apteronotidae)

Carlos David de Santana* and Pablo Lehmann A.**

Apteronotus camposdapazi, new species, from the Rio Tocantins basin, Goiás state, Brazil, is diagnosed by the pres-
ence of a white or yellow band on the chin, the dorsal surface of the head and mid-dorsum extending to the be-
ginning of the origin of the mid-sagittal electroreceptive filament; two lights bands on the caudal peduncle 
throughout ontogeny; and a light brown band on the mid-lateral portion of the body.

Apteronotus camposdapazi, espécie nova, é descrita da bacia do rio Tocantins, estado de Goiás, Brasil, é diagnosti-
cada pela presença de uma faixa branca ou amarela sobre o queixo, superfície dorsal da cabeça, e porção médio-
dorsal extendendo-se até o começo do filamento eletroreceptivo; duas faixas sobre o pendúculo caudal através 
da ontogenia; e uma faixa marrom clara, sobre a porção médio-lateral do corpo. 
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Introduction

Apteronotus albifrons, the black ghost electric 
knifefish, occurs from the coastal rivers of Suri-
name to the Paraná-Paraguay basin in Brazil 
(Albert, 2003). De Santana (2002, 2003), however, 
predicted that A. albifrons, previously thought to 
occupy a wide distribution across northern South 
America comprises a complex of distinctive spe-
cies.
 The Apteronotus albifrons species complex is 
diagnosed within the Apteronotidae by one puta-
tive synapomorphy, the presence of two lights 

bands on the caudal peduncle throughout onto-
geny (de Santana, 2003). Currently, this natural 
group comprises two species in Apteronotus 
sensu stricto (Albert & Campos-da-Paz, 1998), 
A. albifrons from Suriname and A. caudimaculosus 
from the Pantanal wetlands of southern Brazil 
(de Santana, 2003). The nominal species A. albi-
frons has been utilized in the ornamental fish trade 
in South America for decades, most notably in 
Brazil and Venezuela (Chao, 2001; Roman, 1992). 
Nonetheless, very little is known about the alpha-
taxonomy and biology of the species in this 
complex. Understanding the alpha taxonomy of 
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