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Pseudophoxinus ninae, 
a new species from Central Anatolia, Turkey 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jörg Freyhof* and Müfit Özulug**

Pseudophoxinus ninae, new species, from Onaç drainage, Central Anatolia, is distinguished from other Anatolian 
Pseudophoxinus by an incomplete lateral line, 46-52 + 2-3 scales in lateral series, the pelvic-fin origin in front of the 
dorsal-fin origin, short pelvic fins, no scaled keel between the posterior pelvic-fin base and the anus, a rounded 
snout, small eyes and short head.
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Introduction

Anatolian cyprinids of the genus Pseudophoxinus 
were recently reviewed by Bogutskaya (1992) and 
Bogutskaya (1997) who recorded 10 species from 
Turkey. Four additional species are known from 
the near East (Syria, Libanon, Israel) (Krupp & 
Schneider 1989; Krupp 1992) and three from North 
Africa (Lévêque & Daget 1984). Kottelat & Barbieri 
(2004) recorded seven additional species of Pseu-
dophoxinus from European Balkan which share a 
unique sexual dimorphism in the pectorals which 
distinguish them from all other Pseudophoxinus. 
 The recent molecular study on some Anatolian 
Pseudophoxinus by Hrbek et al. (2004) already 
indicate, that the diversity of Anatolian Pseudo-
phoxinus is still poorly known and several unde-
scribed species occur in Anatolia. 
 During an ichthyological survey of Anatolia 
in 2006, we collected a Pseudophoxinus that rep-

resents a distinct species, which is described 
here. 

Material and methods

All fish were preserved in 5 % formaldehyde. 
Measurements were made with dial calliper and 
recorded to 0.1 mm. All measurements are made 
point to point, never by projections. Methods for 
counts and measurements follow Kottelat (2001). 
Standard length (SL) is measured from the tip of 
the upper lip to the end of the hypural complex. 
The length of the caudal peduncle is measured 
from behind the base of the last anal-fin ray to 
the end of the hypural complex, at mid-height of 
the caudal-fin base. Lateral line scales are count-
ed from the anteriormost scale (the first one to 
touch the shoulder girdle) to the posteriormost 
one (at the end of the hypural complex). Scales 
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