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Nanochromis teugelsi, a new cichlid species 
(Teleostei: Cichlidae) 

from the Kasai Region and central Congo basin

Anton Lamboj* and Robert Schelly**

Nanochromis teugelsi, new species, is described from the Kasai Region and the main channel of the Congo as far 
upstream as Lake Tumba. It differs from N. dimidiatus, N. sabinae, and N. squamiceps in lacking a supraneural bone 
and in lacking scales on the nape, cheek and chest. It has a more elevated upper lateral line, contiguous to the 
dorsal-fin base from about the 6th pored scale on. In addition to distinguishing coloration characters, N. teugelsi 
is distinguished from N. minor, N. transvestitus, N. nudiceps, N. wickleri and N. splendens by its fully scaled opercle, 
from N. consortus by its shorter and shallower caudal peduncle, and from N. parilus by a lower number of gill 
rakers on the first arch. 
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Introduction

The genus Nanochromis, distinguished by an ex-
tremely elevated upper lateral line, was origi-
nally erected by Pellegrin (1904) for N. nudiceps. 
In his revision of the genus Pelmatochromis, Thys 
van den Audenaerde (1968) included Nanochromis 
as a subgenus of Pelmatochromis sensu lato, for 
species of Pelmatochromis with 12 scale rows 
around the caudal peduncle. Nanochromis was 
considered again as a valid genus by Trewavas 
(1973, 1974). Roberts & Stewart (1976) character-
ized Nanochromis sensu stricto (excluding several 
species placed by Greenwood, 1987 in the genera 
Parananochromis and Limbochromis) as having half 
or more of the upper lateral line adjacent to the 
base of the dorsal fin, rather than separated from 

it by one or more rows of scales, and added four 
new species. 
 Greenwood (1987) recognized two groups 
within Nanochromis. The smaller group he char-
acterised as having fewer than about half the 
pored scales of the upper lateral-line contiguous 
with the dorsal-fin base, a completely scaled 
belly and nape, a partially scaled chest and cheek, 
and the presence of a single, reduced and comma-
shaped supraneural bone. At present, this group 
contains three named species: N. dimidiatus, N. sa-
binae and N. squamiceps. The second group con-
tains all remaining species, characterised by the 
posterior half, or slightly more, of the upper 
lateral line contiguous with the dorsal-fin base, a 
naked nape, cheek and belly, and by the absence 
of a supraneural bone in most individuals. Green-
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