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Capoeta ekmekciae, a new species of cyprinid fish
from northeastern Anatolia
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Davut Turan*, Maurice Kottelat**, S. Giilsiin Kirankaya*** and Semih Engin*

Capoeta ekmekciae, new species, from the Coruh River drainage, Turkey, is distinguished from the other species
of Capoeta by its shorter head, deeper caudal peduncle, shorter caudal fin and more serrae along the posterior
margin of the last simple dorsal ray. The grammatical gender of the name Capoeta is discussed and shown to be

feminine.

Introduction

Cyprinid fishes of the genus Capoeta inhabit
mainly fast flowing streams and rivers of the
Levant, Middle East, Caucasus and Southwestern
Asia, but some species may also be found in lakes
and springs. Their fusiform shape allows them
to live in swift waters and their lower jaw with
an exposed keratinized edge (sector mouth of
Howes, 1982) and lower lip restricted to the cor-
ner of the mouth allows them to scrape algae and
periphyton on stones in riffles and rapids. Our
fish surveys of the Coruh drainage, northeastern
Anatolia, yielded three species of Capoeta. One,
easily distinguished by having two pairs of bar-
bels was first identified as C. tinca and its descrip-
tion will appear separately (Turan et al., in press);
hereunder, it is called C. sp. aff. tinca. A species

with a single pair of barbels, an arched mouth
and pleated lips is identified as C. sieboldii. The
third species keys out as C. capoeta using the keys
in Berg (1949: 576), Karaman (1969: 26), Geldiay
& Balik (1996: 360) and Banarescu (1999: 386). All
these authors recognise a number of subspecies
within C. capoeta. A comparison of the different
subspecies shows that several of them in fact are
clearly distinct species. Still, the Coruh material
could not be identified with any of the named
species we recognize and it is described here as
a new species, C. ekmekciae.

Material and methods

Fish were caught with a pulsed DC electrofishing
equipment. The material is deposited in: ESFM,
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