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Two new freshwater gobies
from Halmahera, Maluku, Indonesia
(Teleostei: Gobioidei: Sicydiinae)

Ronald E. Watson* and Maurice Kottelat **

Two new species are described from Halmahera. Lentipes adelphizonus, new species, has two broad dusky to
blackish bars in the male, one ventral to first dorsal fin; one between second dorsal and anal fins; 16-18 pectoral
fin rays; in first dorsal fin, membrane touching anterior base of second dorsal fin; black spot between spine and
first ray in second dorsal fin, spot sometimes elongate forming a short bar; preopercular pores M, N and O present
along preopercular margin; papilose finger-like projections anterior to urogenital papilla. Sicyopus exallisquamulus,
new species, has 14-15 pectoral rays; both sexes with small widely spaced scales ventral to first dorsal fin, ctenoid
in male, cycloid in female; both sexes with lobes associated with urogenital papilla; in male, first dorsal fin with

spines 3 and/or 4 filamentous.

Introduction

Among the most conspicuous and colourful of
freshwater fishes from tropical islands are those
belonging to the subfamily Sicydiinae, in which
we recognize six valid genera (Cotylopus, Lentipes,
Sicydium, Sicyopterus, Sicyopus, Stiphodon). The
Sicydiinae generally occur in swift perennial hill
streams, usually with clear water and low sedi-
ment load. In Sicydiinae, like other groups
within Gobioidei, a single species may have an
extremely broad natural distribution, such as
Sicyopterus lagocephalus, while others have their
distribution restricted to a single island or to a
few streams occupying a single watershed.

We report here the presence of Lentipes and

Sicyopus on Halmahera, the largest island of
Maluku (Moluccas) in eastern Indonesia. Both
species are so far known only from Halmahera.
Four species of Lentipes have been described from
Indonesia (L. multiradiatus, L. dimetrodon, L. crit-
tersius, L. whittenorum) and others await descrip-
tion. Sicyopus zosterophorum is widespread in
Indonesia and has been previously reported from
Halmahera (Watson, 1999). An additional three
species of Sicyopus are known from Indonesia
(S. multisquamatus, S. discordipinnis, S. mystax) and
the description of others is being prepared. Be-
cause the freshwater ichthyofauna of many Indo-
nesian islands remains poorly sampled, espe-
cially at higher elevations, the discovery of ad-
ditional species (and likely genera) is expected.
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