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Redescription of the ghost knifefish Apteronotus spurrellii
from trans-Andean Colombia
(Gymnotiformes: Apteronotidae)

Carlos David de Santana* and William G. R. Crampton**

We redescribe and provide the first published illustration of Apteronotus spurrellii from the Rio Condoto, a tribu-
tary of Rio San Juan on the Pacific slope of Colombia, based on reexamination of the syntypes. This species is
diagnosed from all taxa in the genus Apteronotus sensu stricto by a combination of morphological, morphometric,
and meristic characters such as distribution of teeth on the dentary, head length, and numbers of scales above

the lateral line at mid-body.

Nos redescrevemos e fornecemos a primeira ilustragdo publicada de Apteronotus spurrellii do rio Condoto, um
tributario do rio San Juan na costa do Pacifico da Colémbia, baseado na re-examinagdo dos sintipos. Esta espécie
é diagnosticada de todos os tdxons no género Apteronotus sensu stricto por uma combinagdo de caracteres mor-
fol6gicos, morfométricos, e meristicos, tais como a distribui¢do de dentes sobre o dentdrio, comprimento da ca-
beca, e nimero de escamas acima da linha lateral no centro do corpo.

Introduction

The nominal species Sternarchus spurrellii was
described by Regan (1914) from four syntypes
captured in the Rio Condoto, a tributary of the
Rio San Juan. This river drains into the Pacific
coast of south western Colombia. After the
original description, S. spurrellii was cited for the
first time by Mago-Leccia (1994: 29), who simply
stated “Not seen. This species has never been il-
lustrated”. In the same study Mago-Leccia trans-
ferred S. spurrellii to the genus Apteronotus (a sen-
ior synonym of Sternarchus). Albert & Campos-

da-Paz (1998: 430-431) placed A.spurrellii in
Apteronotus sensu stricto, comprising the follow-
ing additional species: A. albifrons, A. brasiliensis,
A. caudimaculosus, A. cuchillo, A. cuchillejo, A. elisi,
A. eschmeyeri, A.jurubidae, A.leptorhynchus,
A. macrostomus, A.magdalenensis, A.mariae,
A. milesi, and A. rostratus (Albert, 2003; de San-
tana, 2003; de Santana et al., 2004; de Santana &
Maldonado-Ocampo, 2005). Within this genus
they allocated A. spurrellii to the A. albifrons spe-
cies group defined by “small size of premaxillae;
reduced number of premaxillary teeth; a rela-
tively deep body; very high contrast black and
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