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Six new species of fighting fish
(Teleostei: Osphronemidae: Betta)
from Borneo

Tan Heok Hui* and Peter K. L. Ng*

Betta antoni, new species, from Kalimantan Barat, differs from congeners in the B. akarensis group in having a
distinct black lower lip and chin bar, and slim body (body depth 20.6-22.9 % SL). Betta mandor, new species, from
Kalimantan Barat, differs from congeners in the B. foerschi group in having twin red bars on opercle, and slim
body (21.2-24.2 % SL). Betta krataios, new species, in the B. dimidiata group, from Kalimantan Barat, differs from
B. dimidiata in having a iridescent blue opercle, absence of elongated fin rays, more lateral scales (30-32), more
predorsal scales (20-21) and deeper caudal peduncle (15.3-17.0 % SL). Betta uberis, new species, from Kalimantan
Tengah, differs from congeners in the B. coccina group in having iridescent green streaks on dorsal, caudal and
anal fins, iridescent green mid-lateral spot on body of male, large number of dorsal-fin rays (14-17) and subdor-
sal scales (12-13%), and a long dorsal-fin base length (30.0-37.3 % SL). Betta compuncta, new species, from Kali-
mantan Timur, differs from congeners in the B. unimaculata group in having distinct black reticulated pattern on
lateral of body above anal-fin base in females and juveniles, black patch in males; orange or yellow subdistal band
on lower half of caudal fin and posterior half of anal fin in females when live. Betta ideii, new species from Kali-
mantan Selatan, differs from congeners in the B. unimaculata group in having an orange patch between the front
of the eye to the posterior margin of the upper jaw when live (pale yellow to white when preserved), large males
being almost totally jet black or dark brown when preserved, 34%2-35 lateral scales and 25-27 predorsal scales.

Introduction Three of the new taxa are from the Kapuas

basin, viz. B.antoni, B. krataios and B. mandor.

We describe here five species of fighting fishes
that have been known in the aquarium-fish trade
since mid 1990s or earlier (B. antoni, B. krataios,
B. mandor, B. uberis, B. ideii). It is only through
recent availability of large series of specimens
that the distinctiveness of these taxa could be
elucidated. The sixth species (B. compuncta) was
discovered during a recent survey trip to Kaliman-
tan Timur and is closely related to the recently
described B. pallifina from Kalimantan Tengah.
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Roberts (1989) reported on the fauna of the Kapuas
drainage, making it probably the best known
drainage of Borneo. Nevertheless, additional taxa
have been reported since by Kottelat (1991, 1995),
Ng & Siebert (1998); Tan & Kottelat (1998); Ng &
Rachmatika (1999); Pouyaud et al. (1999). In spite
of all these efforts, new species and records are
still discovered, e.g. present report, Pangio ma-
layana in Kottelat & Widjanarti (2005), Trigono-
stigma hengeli in Kottelat & Witte (1999), and
Betta simorum in Tan & Ng (2005a).
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