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Cyphocharax derhami, a new species
(Ostariophysi: Characiformes: Curimatidae)
from northeastern Peru

Richard P. Vari* and Fonchii Chang**

Cyphocharax derhami, new species, is described from two localities in the northeastern portion of Peru. This species
can be distinguished from its congeners by a combination of morphometric, meristic, and pigmentary features,
most obviously the distinct bar of dark pigmentation extending posteroventrally from the rear of the orbit to the

posterior margin of the opercle.

Introduction

The curimatid genus Cyphocharax Fowler was
revised by Vari (1992) who noted that it was
exceptional within that detritivorous family both
in being the most speciose genus in the family
and also for its broad geographic range in lentic
and flowing waters across much of the humid
portions of South America to the east of the An-
dean Cordilleras. Our knowledge of the species-
level diversity within Cyphocharax has increased
significantly in the last two decades, with one-
third of the species recognized by Vari (1992)
described as new in that publication. The still
incomplete knowledge of the species-level diver-
sity and distribution in the genus was emphasized
by the subsequent description of C. laticlavius by
Vari & Blackledge (1996) and by the extension in

that same publication of the known distribution
of C. gouldingi from the lower Amazon and adjoin-
ing regions of eastern Brazil to the Amazonian
lowlands of eastern Ecuador. As noted by Vari &
Malabarba (1998) the understanding of the diver-
sity of the South American freshwater fish fauna
is far from complete and further collecting will
undoubtedly result in the discovery of new spe-
cies. This is demonstrated by the species described
herein. Although numerous samples of Cypho-
charax from northeastern Peru were examined by
Vari (1992) in his revision of the genus, subsequent
collecting efforts by the second author in col-
laboration with Patrick de Rham, and more re-
cently by Herndn Ortega (MUSM) revealed the
presence in that region of another, apparently
rare, species of the genus that we describe in this

paper.
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