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Barboides britzi, a new species of miniature cyprinid from Benin 
(Ostariophysi: Cyprinidae), 

with a neotype designation for B. gracilis

Kevin W. Conway * and Timo Moritz **

Barboides britzi, new species, is described from the Ouémé River basin in southern Benin. It differs from B. gracilis, 
its only congener, in having a larger head, smaller eye, slightly longer caudal peduncle, a narrow ventromedian 
row of melanophores between pelvic fi ns and tips of cleithra, absence of scattered melanophores on the fl anks, 
iris silvery, 1 hypural element above the 2nd hypural, and a yellow body colouration in life. A neotype is desig-
nated for B. gracilis and a list of miniature African freshwater fi shes species is provided. 
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Introduction

Brüning (1929) described Barboides gracilis in an 
aquarium journal, but Brüning’s account was not 
intended as a formal species description but 
rather as a short report about a newly imported 
barb from Africa. It contained neither a type local-
ity nor were any type specimens designated. 
Despite these shortcomings his account fulfi lled 
the requirements of the Zoological Code of No-
menclature at that time and the name B. gracilis 
is available (see summary by Thys van den Au-
denaerde, 1975).
 In 1971 two small barbs were described from 
Benin and Cameroon, respectively as Barbus 
lorenzi Loiselle & Welcomme (1971) and as Radda-
barbus camerunensis Thys van den Audenaerde 
(1971), coincidently in the same volume of the 

same journal. Four years later Thys van den Au-
denaerde (1975) pointed out that R. camerunensis 
and B. lorenzi were not only conspecifi c but were 
also identical with B. gracilis. This view has been 
accepted by subsequent workers (Lévêque & 
Daget, 1984; Lévêque, 1990, 2003) and B. lorenzi 
and R. camerunensis have been placed in synon-
ymy with Barboides gracilis.
 Widespread throughout West and Central 
Africa from South West Benin to Equatorial 
Guinea, B. gracilis continues to be the sole repre-
sentative of the genus and is easily distinguished 
from small Barbus species by a low number (6) of 
dorsal fi n rays and characteristically fi gure-8 
shaped nostrils (Lévêque, 2003). A recent collect-
ing trip to West Africa revealed a second species 
of Barboides, inhabiting the permanently fl ooded 
Lokoli forest of Southern Benin. This new species 
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