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Moenkhausia petymbuaba, a new species of characid
from the Serra do Cachimbo, Rio Xingu basin, Brazil
(Characiformes: Characidae)

Flavio C. T. Lima and José L. O. Birindelli*

Moenkhausia petymbuaba, new species, is described from the upper Rio Curud, a tributary of the Rio Iriri, middle
Rio Xingu basin, in the Serra do Cachimbo plateau, Para state, Brazil. The new species is easily distinguished
from its congeners by the presence of a broad, well-defined dark longitudinal stripe and series of longitudinal
dark blotches along the dorsal and lateral surfaces of body, which are more developed above the dark longitu-
dinal stripe.

Moenkhausia petymbuaba, nova espécie, é descrita do alto Rio Curud, um afluente do Rio Iriri, bacia do médio Rio
Xingu, na Serra do Cachimbo, Estado do Par4, Brasil. A nova espécie é facilmente diagnosticada de suas congé-
neres pela presenga de uma larga faixa escura longitudinal no meio do corpo e pelas séries de manchas escuras
ao longo das superficies dorsais e laterais do corpo, que sdo mais desenvolvidas acima da listra escura longitu-

dinal.

Introduction

The genus Moenkhausia Eigenmann is a speciose
assemblage composed of 59 valid species (Lima
et al., 2003; Benine et al., 2004) of small-sized
characids (adults ranging from about 25 to 80 mm
SL), distributed throughout most of Cis-Andean
South America. As most of the genera of Charac-
idae previously assigned to the subfamily Tetra-
gonopterinae, now considered incertae sedis in
Characidae (see Lima et al., 2003), Moenkhausia is
probably not monophyletic (e.g., Malabarba &
Weitzman, 2003).

The Serra do Cachimbo is the highest portion
(up to 500 m a.s.l.; Klammer, 1984) of the Brazil-

ian shield in the Amazon region. The headwaters
from both middle Rio Xingu basin (Rio Curud)
and middle Tapajés (Rio Jamanxim basin and
tributaries of the Rio Teles Pires) lies in this region.
The area is very poorly known ichthyologically
(Goulding et al., 2003). The sole ichthyological
contributions to the knowledge of this remote
area are those of Travassos (1960, 1964), who
described four Characidae species (Astyanax
saltor, Hyphessobrycon cachimbensis, Deuterodon
minor, Moenkhausia newtoni), and reported an-
other four fish species (Creatochanes affinis, Hopl-
erythrinus unitaeniatus, Characidium fasciatum,
Rivulus zygonectes; identifications not checked in
the present study) from the Rio Cachimbo, a
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