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Review of Copadichromis
(Teleostei: Cichlidae)
with the description of a new genus
and six new species

Jay R. Stauffer, Jr.* and Adrianus F. Konings**

The status of the genus Copadichromis is discussed. Copadichromis prostoma and C. boadzulu are placed in Nyas-
sachromis. Copadichromis cyclicos, C. thinos, C. conophoros, C. flavimanus, C. inornatus, and C. eucinostomus are placed
in Mchenga, new genus, diagnosed principally on morphology, bower construction, and habitat preference. In the
remaining Copadichromis, three species groups are identified, the C. quadrimaculatus group, the C. mbenjii group,
and the C. virginalis group. Six new species are described in the C.mbenjii group: C. melas, C. chizumuluensis,

C. diplostigma, C. insularis, C. cyanocephalus, and C. parvus.

Introduction

Eccles & Trewavas (1989) diagnosed the haplo-
chromine genus Copadichromis (type species Ha-
plochromis quadrimaculatus) from Lake Malawi by
a small mouth, weak jaws, small recurved simple
or bicuspid teeth, and elongated premaxillary
pedicels that can be extended forward forming a
protrusible mouth. All members of Copadichromis
are plankton feeders. The genus initially contained
17 species, including seven species originally
described by Trewavas (1935) of which six (Haplo-
chromis eucinostomus, H.inornatus, H. cyaneus,
H. prostoma, H. chrysonotus, H. quadrimaculatus)
were described as sharing a protractile mouth
and H. pleurostigma, and 10 species (H. flavimanus,
H.mloto, H. virginalis, H. boadzulu, H. trimaculatus,
H. nkatae, H. jacksoni, H. borleyi, H. pleurostigmoides,

H. likomae) described by Iles (1960). Subsequent-
ly, Konings (1990, 1999) described C. azureus,
C. mbenjii, C. verduyni, C. trewavasae, C. ilesi, and
C. geertsi. Copadichromis conophoros, C. cyclicos,
C. thinos, and C. atripinnis were described by
Stauffer et al. (1993) and Stauffer & Sato (2002).

Stauffer et al. (2002) argued that behavioral
traits are important diagnostic tools for determin-
ing phylogenetic relationships among Lake Ma-
lawi cichlids. Important behavioral traits among
the plankton-feeding cichlids are the structural
characteristics and the position in habitat of the
spawning and display sites. The purpose of this
paper is to reexamine the genus Copadichromis, to
describe a new genus with some of its diagnostic
characters based on behavioral traits, and to de-
scribe six new species.
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