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Trichomycterus pradensis, a new catfish
from southern Bahia coastal rivers, northeastern Brazil
(Siluriformes: Trichomycteridae)

Luisa M. Sarmento-Soares*, Ronaldo F. Martins-Pinheiro**, Arion T. Aranda***
and Carine C. Chamon***/*

Trichomycterus pradensis, new species, is described from the upper and middle course of coastal river drainages
running from Minas Gerais State towards Bahia State, in the rio Peruipe, rio Itanhém, and rio Jucurugu basins. It
is distinguished from its congeners by having the supraorbital sensory pores s6 placed close together, a narrow
opercular patch of developed odontodes, with 8-10 odontodes, and 8 branched pectoral rays. These features make
T. pradensis unique within Trichomycterus.

Trichomycterus pradensis, nova espécie, é descrita para o alto e médio curso de drenagens fluviais costeiras com
aguas correndo do estado de Minas Gerais em diregdo ao estado da Bahia, nos rios Peruipe, rio Itanhém e rio
Jucurugu. A nova espécie distingue-se prontamente de seus congéneres por uma combinagdo de caracteres: poros
sensoriais supraorbitais s6 posicionados proximamente entre si, estreita placa opercular de odontéides desenvol-
vidos, com 8-10 odontdides; contagem de raios da peitoral elevada, com 8 raios ramificados. Este conjunto de
caracteres faz da nova espécie tinica dentre os Trichomycterus.

Introduction Baskin (1973), who provided hypotheses on the

relationships of most genera in each of the sub-

The catfish family Trichomycteridae includes
more than 200 small sized species, arranged in
eight subfamilies (de Pinna, 1998). The most
comprehensive overview of the whole family is
still that of Eigenmann (1918). The first explicit
phylogenetic treatment of Trichomycteridae is by

families. In spite of the Trichomycteridae forming
a well-corroborated monophyletic group, the
subfamily Trichomycterinae is a noticeably non-
monophyletic assemblage without derived char-
acters (Baskin, 1973; de Pinna, 1989; Costa &
Bockmann, 1993), although there is disagreement
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