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Rasbora notura, a new species of cyprinid fish
from the Malay Peninsula
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*

Rasbora notura, new species, is distinguished by its unique colour pattern (black midlateral stripe extending from
front of dorsal-fin to caudal-fin base, large diamond-shaped blotch on end of caudal peduncle and base of caudal
fin). Rasbora vulgaris is revalidated. The correct spelling of R. paviana is discussed and the spelling R. paviei is

shown to be an incorrect emendation.

Introduction

Rasbora paviana and related species are small
fishes widely distributed in foothill and hill
streams throughout mainland Southeast Asia
(Fig. 1). Although it has been known for some
time that several populations referred to this
species in the Malay Peninsula constitute different
species, this has never been formally established.
The present paper describes a new species from
the eastern slope of northern Peninsular Malaysia
and discuss the validity of R. vulgaris originally
described from the vicinity of Kuala Lumpur.

Material and methods

Methods for counts and measurements follow
Kottelat (2001). SL is standard length, HL head
length. The examined material is deposited in:
ZRC, Zoological Reference Collection, Raffles

Museum of Biodiversity Research, National Uni-
versity of Singapore, and CMK, the collection of
the author.

Rasbora notura, new species
(Fig. 2)

Rasbora cf. bunguranensis (non Brittan, 1951): Kot-
telat et al., 1992: 9.

Rasbora bunguranensis (non Brittan, 1951): Lim &
Tan, 2002.

Holotype. ZRC 21684, 53.6 mm SL; Malaysia:
Terengganu: Sekayu waterfalls; 4°57'50"N 102°
57'14"E; M. Kottelat, P. K. L. Ng et al., 18 Mar
1992.

Paratypes. All from Malaysia: Terengganu. ZRC
21685, 14, 23.6-53.4 mm SL; CMK 8169, 19, 16.6-
57.4 mm SL; same data as holotype. - ZRC 41888,
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