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Two new species of Erethistoides 
(Teleostei: Erethistidae) 

from Nepal

Heok Hee Ng* and David R. Edds**

Erethistoides ascita, new species, and E. cavatura, new species, are described from tributaries of the Ganges River 
in Nepal. Erethistoides ascita is distinguished from congeners in the serrations on the anterior edge of the pectoral 
spine diverging at the distal quarter (vs. middle) and in having fl attened and elongate plaque-like tubercles (vs. 
rounded tubercles) on the head and body. Erethistoides cavatura differs from congeners in having larger nostrils 
(the length of the narial complex 77-90 % of interorbital width vs. 42-75). Both E. ascita and E. cavatura further 
differ from E. montana and E. pipri in having a longer caudal peduncle (19.3-22.5 % SL vs. 14.4-17.3), from E. mon-
tana in having a more slender body (depth 8.6-10.5 % SL vs. 10.6-11.4), and from E. sicula by the absence (vs. 
presence of) a slight median depression on the lower lip margin. Erethistoides ascita further differs from E. cavat-
ura in having the serrations on the anterior edge of the pectoral spine more sideways (vs. anteriorly) directed, a 
smaller eye (13.2-17.6 % HL vs. 17.7-20.9) and nostrils (the length of the narial complex 53-75 % of interorbital 
width vs. 77-90), and from E. sicula in having a deeper caudal peduncle (5.4-6.2 % SL vs. 4.1-5.1).
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Introduction

The family Erethistidae is a group of small, cryp-
tically colored catfi shes with tuberculate skin 
found in the sub-Himalayan region of the Indian 
subcontinent. The genus Erethistoides is easily 
distinguished from other genera in the family in 
having a strongly depressed head and body and 
the presence of diverging serrations (distally 
directed on the distal half and medially directed 
on the medial half) on the anterior edge of the 
pectoral spine. There are three nominal species 
of Erethistoides to date: E. montana, E. pipri and 
E. sicula.

 While comparing material identifi ed as E. mon-
tana from the Ganges River drainage in Nepal 
and the types of E. montana, E. pipri, and E. sicula 
for a phylogenetic study of the Erethistidae, dif-
ferences were observed which suggested that the 
material from Nepal belongs to two undescribed 
species, which are described below.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made point to point with 
dial calipers and data recorded to tenths of a mil-
limeter. Counts and measurements were made 
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