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Akysis hardmani 
(Siluriformes: Akysidae), 

a new species of catfi sh from Thailand

Heok Hee Ng* and Mark H. Sabaj**

Akysis hardmani, new species, is described from the Chao Phraya River drainage in central Thailand. The new 
species is a member of the A. pseudobagarius species group, and is distinguished from all congeners in this group 
in having highly elevated supraoccipital spine and nuchal plate. It further differs from congeners in having a 
unique combination of the following: coloration consisting of highly contrasting light brown patches on a choco-
late brown body, lack of fi lamentous extensions to the fi rst pectoral-fi n element, presence of 5-6 serrations on 
posterior edge of pectoral spine, eye diameter 6-9 % of head length, branchiostegal membranes meeting at isthmus 
ventrally, outer mandibular barbels reaching middle of pectoral-fi n base, and rounded tubercles on the tip of the 
snout and dorsal surface of neurocranium.

* Fish Division, Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, 1109 Geddes Avenue, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1079, 
USA. E-mail: heokheen@umich.edu

** Department of Ichthyology, The Academy of Natural Sciences, 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, 
PA 19103-1195, USA. E-mail: sabaj@acnatsci.org

Introduction

Akysis is a genus of small cryptically-colored 
catfi shes that occur throughout mainland South-
east Asia from the Yunnan Province of China, 
south onto the Malay peninsula and on the islands 
of Borneo, Sumatra and Java (Figs. 1-2). The genus 
is comprised of 29 valid species of which only 11 
were described prior to 1990. Recent collecting 
efforts and taxonomic work (Ng, 1996; Ng & 
Kottelat, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2004; Ng & Tan 1999; 
Ng & Freyhof, 2003; Ng & Siebert, 2004; Ng & 
Rainboth, 2005) have uncovered a wealth of spe-
cies-level diversity not unexpected for a widely 
distributed group of small secretive fi shes (max-
imum adult size less than 70 mm SL) that occupy 

a variety of habitats. Most species typically in-
habit clear swift-fl owing upland streams with 
sandy or rocky substrates. Some species are re-
ported from the muddy side and main channels 
and deltas of large rivers (Rainboth, 1996a), and 
one (A. similis) is known to occur in brackish 
water (Ng & Rainboth, 2005). In smaller streams 
they may be found hiding in leaf litter and woody 
debris, in patches of live vegetation such as Crypto-
coryne affi nis, or in shallow riffl e areas under coarse 
gravel or larger stones (Ng & Tan, 1999; Ng & 
Freyhof, 2003; Ng & Rainboth, 2005; pers. obs.). 
Species of Akysis also are reported from the shal-
low margins to the bottom depths of large rivers 
where they are usually taken in trawls together 
with decaying vegetation (Rainboth, 1996a).
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