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On the valid name of the alborella, Alburnus arborella 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat* and Pier Giorgio Bianco**

The nomenclatural history of the alborella is reviewed. Its valid name is Alburnus arborella (Bonaparte, 1841). 
Under art. 23.9.2 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, Aspius arborella Bonaparte, 1841 is declared 
nomen protectum, Cyprinus albor Scopoli, 1786 is declared nomen oblitum, and C. lanceolatus Bloch, in Schneider, 
1801 is declared nomen oblitum. Alburnus alborella De Filippi, 1844 is a junior subjective synonym of A. arborella.
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The alborella has long been considered as con-
specifi c with the bleak Alburnus alburnus (Lin-
naeus, 1758), or as a distinct subspecies or species, 
which has been known as both A. arborella (Bo-
naparte, 1841) and A. alborella De Filippi, 1844. 
 The name A. alborella De Filippi, 1844 has long 
been used in Italian literature while the senior 
synonym A. arborella (Bonaparte, 1841) has been 
overlooked or willingly ignored, apparently more 
by tradition than by critical and factual examina-
tion of its nomenclatural status. Bianco (1988) 
revisited the nomenclature of many Italian fresh-
water fi shes and, among others, concluded that 
A. arborella is unambiguously an available name 
and that it has precedence over the junior subjec-
tive synonym A. alborella. Gandolfi  & Zerunian 
(1991) rejected Bianco’s (1988) conclusions, but 
on incorrect argument.
 Gandolfi  & Zerunian’s (1991: 297) quoted part 
of Bonaparte’s text in support of their views. In 
fact, the text they quoted only shows that the 
name arborella satisfi es all criteria to make it an 

available name. Bonaparte’s text ends very ex-
plicitly by “[this fi sh] will have to assume the 
scientifi c name of arborella”, which makes the 
name arborella available. The style and format 
differ from our present ones, but were common 
at that time. Nevertheless, by a strange semantic 
twist, Gandolfi  & Zerunian concluded “We cannot 
escape the presumption of thinking that the 
valid name is the one, alborella, attributed three 
years later by De Filippi (1844)”. 
 Gandolfi  & Zerunian’s last sentence shows 
that their conclusion was a matter of convenience 
and was not guided by an adhesion to the Inter-
national Code of Zoological Nomenclature [her-
under Code]. They did not follow the Code, even 
if they argued on a number of details of the Code 
and they handled in the same way the nomen-
clature of several other Italian fi shes. Their opin-
ion was followed by many Italian ichthyologists, 
creating a great confusion in the taxonomy of 
several species which is still persisting. 
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