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Pseudolaguvia foveolata, a new catfish
(Teleostei: Erethistidae)
from northeast India

Heok Hee Ng*

Pseudolaguviata foveolata, new species, is described from the Brahmaputra River drainage in northeast India. It
differs from congeners in having a shorter thoracic adhesive apparatus (reaching to middle of pectoral-fin base),
a more slender, more elongate body, a longer adipose-fin base, a smooth anterior edge of the dorsal spine, short
maxillary barbels and the adipose fin not reaching the base of the last dorsal-fin ray.

Introduction

Members of the genus Pseudolaguvia are small
erethistid catfishes with a thoracic adhesive ap-
paratus having a central median depression. The
genus is found in northern India, Nepal and
Myanmar, with five species currently considered
valid, viz. P. ribeiroi (Hora, 1921), P. shawi (Hora,
1921), P. tuberculata (Prashad & Mukerji, 1929),
P. kapuri (Tilak & Husain, 1975) and P. tenebricosa
Britz & Ferraris, 2003. The generic assignment of
the species described in Laguvia and Pseudolaguvia
have been discussed by Ng & Kottelat (2005).
Their designation of a simultaneous neotype for
Pimelodus asperus (the type species of Laguvia) and
Pimelodus hara (the type species of Hara) made the
former an objective junior synonym of the latter
and Laguvia an objective junior synonym of
Hara.

During a recent ichthyological survey of the
northern Bengal state in India, a single specimen
of Pseudolaguvia was obtained from the Tista
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River, which is found to be distinctly different
from other congeners. The species is described
here as Pseudolaguvia foveolata.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
dial calipers and data recorded to tenths of a mil-
limeter. Counts and measurements were made
on the left side of specimens whenever possible,
following Ng & Kottelat (1998). Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL), other measurements of body parts as pro-
portions of standard length (SL). Material exam-
ined in this study is deposited in the following
institutions: California Academy of Sciences, San
Francisco (CAS), University of Kansas Natural
History Museum, Lawrence (KU), Department
of Zoology, Oklahoma State University, Stillwa-
ter (OSUS), University of Michigan Museum of
Zoology, Ann Arbor (UMMZ), National Museum
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