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Barbatula pindus, a new species of stone loach from Greece
(Teleostei: Balitoridae)

Panos Stavros Economidis*

Barbatula pindus, new species, is described from the stream Sarantaporos, Aoos drainage, north western Greece.
It is characterized by a short and deep caudal peduncle, long barbels, fin shapes and color pattern.

Introduction

There are only few species of stone loaches in
Europe compared to those of Asia, even though
a fairly large number are recorded from the Near
and Middle East. Besides the widely distributed
Barbatula barbatula (and its South Balkan ‘subspe-
cies’ B.b. sturanyi [lake Ohrid], B. b. vardarensis
[river Axios], B. b. zetensis [lake Skadar drainage]),
a single species is known from European waters,
B. bureschi from the rivers Strymon, Nestos and
Axios drainage (Aegean Sea catchment). The
recently described Orthrias brandti macedonicus
Soric (1999) is a synonym of B. bureschi (M. Kot-
telat, pers. comm.).

The purpose of this article is to describe a new
species of stone loach from the Sarantaporos
stream, a tributary of the river Aoos (= Vjose) in
northwestern Greece. The Aoos drains through
Albania to the southern Adriatic Sea.

Material and methods

Material was collected from the stream Saranta-
poros (river Aoos catchment). Counts and measu-

rements follow Banarescu et al. (1972), except that
head length is lateral head length instead of dor-
sal head length. The last two dorsal- and anal-fin
rays articulating on a single pterygiophore are
counted as a single ray. Examined material is in
the following collections: LZUT, Laboratory of
Ichthyology, Aristotle University, Thessaloniki,
Greece; CMK, collection of Maurice Kottelat,
Cornol, Switzerland. Abbreviations: SL,standard
length; TL, total length.

Barbatula pindus new species
(Figs. 1-2)

Holotype. LZUT 1977-215a, 56.7 mm SL; Greece:
Epiros: Aoos drainage, stream Sarantaporos near
village Drosopygi; P. S. Economidis, 17 Oct 1977.

Paratypes. All from Greece: Epiros: Aoos drai-
nage. LZUT 1977-215, 12, 30.9-56.7 mm SL; same
data as holotype. —-LZUT 1980-13, 6, 51.0-74.0 mm
TL, 7 juveniles, 30.0-36.0 mm TL; same data, 13
Nov 1980. — LZUT 1985-15, 2, 57.0-59.0 mm TL;
LZUT 1985-16, 6, 48.0-75.0 mm TL; same data, 19
Sept 1985. — LZUT 1987-13, 25, 45.0-68.0 mm TL;
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