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Caelatoglanis zonatus,
a new genus and species of the Erethistidae
(Teleostei: Siluriformes)
from Myanmar, with comments on the nomenclature
of Laguvia and Hara species

Heok Hee Ng* and Maurice Kottelat**

Caelatoglanis zonatus, a new genus and species of erethistid catfish, is described from the Ataran River drainage
in Myanmar. It differs from other erethistids in possessing a strongly plicate upper lip and a thoracic adhesive
apparatus consisting of longitudinal pleats of skin without a median depression. It can be further diagnosed by
the following unique combination of characters: well-developed third to fifth interneurals, which are approxi-
mately half the width of the first two interneurals, a deep median cleft in the mesethmoid, the neural spines of
the first four to five postanal vertebrae prominently expanded distally, anal-fin radials expanded and closely
associated with hemal spines of vertebrae immediately anterior, and the lateroposterior edge of the lachrymal in
contact with the lateral ethmoid. A specimen of Hara hara is designated as the neotype of Pimelodus asperus, the
type species of Laguuvia. The same specimen is designated as the neotype of Hara hara; this makes Laguvia an ob-
jective junior synonym of Hara. A possible case of mimicry involving C. zonatus and Akysis vespa is mentioned.

Introduction

The Erethistidae are a family of small catfishes
with tuberculate skin and prominent Weberian
lamina and postcoracoid processes (usually re-
ferred to in older literature as the cubito-hu-
meral and scapular processes respectively) inhab-
iting rivers and streams with a moderate current
in South Asia (the Indian subcontinent and My-
anmar), particularly in the cooler regions to the
north. The diversity and phylogenetic relation-
ships of the group are poorly known, despite
recent studies (e.g. de Pinna, 1996).

The fauna of Tenasserim is poorly known, as
the area is largely uncollected. Since 2000 the
Ataran River has been exploited for the aquarium
trade, and several new species were discovered
in collections studied by the junior author (Kot-
telat, 2003). The Ataran River is located south of
the Salween basin, at the northern extremity of
the Malay Peninsula, the area known as Tenas-
serim in earlier zoological literature, not to be
confused with Taninthayin [Tenasserim], an
admistrative division of Myanmar, a mountain
range and a river; we retain the English word
Tenasserim for the zoogeographic unit (sensu
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