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On the Bornean and Chinese Protomyzon
(Teleostei: Balitoridae),

with descriptions of two new genera and two new species
from Borneo, Vietnam and China

Maurice Kottelat*

The status of the six species placed in Protomyzon is discussed. The genus is restricted to the Bornean species.
Katibasia insidiosa, new genus, new species, is described from the headwaters of the Rajang River, Sarawak, Borneo.
Erromyzon, new genus, is described with P. sinensis as type species. Erromyzon compactus, new species, is described
from northeastern Vietnam.
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Introduction

Protomyzon Hora (1932) is an heterogeneous as-
semblage of hillstream loaches (family Balitori-
dae) originally described from northern Borneo,
where its members inhabit fast flowing waters in
hilly areas. They have a depressed body, a flat
belly, pectoral and pelvic fins expanded laterally,
and an inferior mouth, all adaptations that allow
them to keep their position in high gradient
streams. Four species have been described from
Sabah (northern Borneo): P. whiteheadi (Vaillant,
1893), P. borneensis Hora & Jayaram, 1952, P. gris-
woldi (Hora & Jayaram, 1952) and P. aphelocheilus
Inger & Chin, 1962. Protomyzon griswoldi had been
described in the genus Progastromyzon Hora &
Jayaram, 1952 which was considered as a syno-
nym of Protomyzon by Inger & Chin (1962). A new

species discovered in the Rajang drainage in
Sarawak (western Borneo) is described here. It
was initially identified as a member of Proto-
myzon, but comparisons with known species of
Protomyzon and all balitorid genera known from
Borneo revealed that it belongs to a distinct ge-
nus.

Two species from China were recently added
to the genus Protomyzon by Chen (1980), but the
generic allocation was done only on the basis of
literature, without direct comparison of material.
Considering the great geographical distance, this
classification appeared rather unlikely. A direct
comparison of Chinese and Bornean material
confirms that the Chinese species do not belong
to Protomyzon and they are placed in a new ge-
nus, together with a new species from northern
Vietnam.
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