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Akysis vespa, a new species of catfish
(Siluriformes: Akysidae)

from the Ataran River drainage (Myanmar)

Heok Hee Ng* and Maurice Kottelat **

Akysis vespa, new species, is described from the Ataran River drainage in southern Myanmar. It is a member of the
A. variegatus species group and can be distinguished from congeners in the group (except for A. pictus, A. prashadi
and A. varius) in lacking serration on the posterior edge of the pectoral spine. It is distinguished from A. varius in
having an emarginate (vs. truncate) caudal fin, from A. pictus in having a larger eye (12-16 % HL vs. 8-10) and
smaller adipose fin (17.6-21.1 % SL vs. 22.0-23.6), and from A. prashadi in having a larger eye (12-16 % HL vs. 8-12)
and a longer caudal peduncle (19.4-23.3 % SL vs. 16.5-18.4).
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Introduction

Akysis species are small catfishes usually with
tuberculate skin and (usually) a pattern of yellow
patches on a brown body found in swift forest
streams and large rivers throughout Southeast
Asia (Myanmar and eastwards). There is much
hidden diversity within Akysis, as previous stud-
ies have shown: ten of the 21 valid species have
been described within the last decade (Ng, 1996;
Ng & Kottelat, 1996, 1998, 2000; Ng & Tan, 1999;
Ng & Freyhof, 2003). Furthermore, there is also
evidence to suggest that Akysis is not a mono-
phyletic group (Ng & de Pinna, unpubl. data).

The fauna of Tenasserim is very poorly known
as the area is largely uncollected. Since 2000, the
second author has obtained several collections

from areas of Tenasserim adjacent to the Thai-
Myanmar border. Recently, he obtained a very
diverse collection from the upper Ataran drain-
age. A report on this material is in preparation,
but as several species are regularly exported for
the aquarium trade (Kottelat, 2003, 2004), it is
necessary to provide them with formal names
without further delay. The Ataran is located south
of the Salween basin, at the northern extremity of
the Malay Peninsula (the area known as Tenas-
serim in earlier zoological literature, not to be
confused with Taninthayin [Tenasserim], an ad-
mistrative division of Myanmar, a mountain range
and a river (we retain the English word Tenasser-
im for the zoogeographic entity, although poorly
defined). We describe here a new species of Aky-
sis.
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