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Hemiancistrus megalopteryx,
a new species of loricariid catfish

from the rio Tubarão drainage, Santa Catarina State, Brazil
(Teleostei: Siluriformes: Loricariidae)

Alexandre R. Cardoso*

Hemiancistrus megalopteryx, new species, is described from the rio Tubarão drainage, Santa Catarina State, Brazil.
It is distinguished from its congeners by meristic and morphometric data, by the presence of numerous fleshy oval
flaps and small papillae along the border of the lower lip, and by a long pectoral fin. These two characters are
putative autapomorphies for the new species.

Hemiancistrus megalopteryx é descrita da drenagem do rio Tubarão, Santa Catarina, Brasil. Distingue-se das demais
espécies do gênero por dados merísticos e morfométricos e pela presença de várias franjas ovaladas com pequenas
papilas na borda do lábio inferior e uma longa nadadeira peitoral. Estes dois caráteres são duas possíveis
autapomorfias da nova espécie.
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Introduction

The genus Hemiancistrus Bleeker consists of 17
valid species (Fisch-Müller, 2003; Cardoso & Lu-
cinda, 2003), plus numerous undescribed forms.
Hemiancistrus species exhibit a large distribution
area ranging from the Panama, in Central Amer-
ica, to southern Brazil. Only four Hemiancistrus
species (H. punctulatus Cardoso & Malabarba,
H. spilomma Cardoso & Lucinda, H. micrommatos
Cardoso & Lucinda and H. spinosissimus Cardoso
& Lucinda) have the fins and the lateral and
dorsal plates of head and body with numerous
dark spots, over a plain, spotless ventral surface.

Recent collecting efforts in the rio Tubarão
basin, a southeastern Brazilian coastal drainage,

revealed the presence of a new species which
shares the same color pattern as described above.
This new species can reach at least 286.4 mm SL,
being of the largest species of the genus.

An unambiguous diagnosis of the genus Hemi-
ancistrus is still lacking. There has been much
discussion concerning the definition of the genus
and its distinctiveness from Peckoltia Ribeiro (Is-
brücker, 1980; Rapp Py-Daniel, 1985; Schaefer,
1986; Armbruster, 1997; Cardoso & Malabarba,
1999; Cardoso & Lucinda, 2003). Although Hemi-
ancistrus has not been phylogenetically defined,
I have tentatively chosen to assign the new spe-
cies to Hemiancistrus due to reasons espoused by
Cardoso & Lucinda (2003).
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