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Pseudophoxinus laconicus,
a new species of minnow from Peloponnese, Greece,
with comments on the West Balkan Pseudophoxinus species
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat* and Roberta Barbieri**

Pseudophoxinus laconicus is described from the Evrotas and upper main Alphios basin, southern Peloponnese,
Greece. It is distinguished from the other European species of the genus by the combination of the following
characters: 44-48+1-2 scales in midlateral row, 0-8 pored lateral line scales, a stout and rounded head and snout,
6% branched anal-fin rays, %10% rows of scales on caudal peduncle, and skin folds on all scales, covering about
half of the exposed scale area. The European species of Pseudophoxinus share a unique sexual dimorphism; in
males, unbranched section of pectoral rays 1-3 are thicker and stiffer than in females, rays 2-3 are slightly slanted
upwards, with a conspicuous downwards angle at distal end of thickened section. Pseudophoxinus laconicus is
Critically Endangered CR A2c+e; B2b(i,ii,iii,iv),c(v) using IUCN (2001) criteria, because of its small area of
occupancy (0.6 km?), population reduction and decline of habitat quality.

Introduction

Cyprinid fishes of the genus Pseudophoxinus are
found in the Near East (Turkey, Lebanon, Syria,
Israel, Jordan, Iran, Azerbaidjan) and the Balkan
Peninsula. As presently understood, the genus is
apparently polyphyletic (Bogutskaya, 1992). They
are small size species and may be found in springs,
small and shallow creeks, backwaters, and ditch-
es. They are able to survive the summer droughts
in the few pools which remain in the river beds.

In the semi-arid to arid peri-Mediterranean envi-
ronments, aquatic habitats are very much frag-
mented and this led to geographic isolation and
speciation, resulting in a number of species with
ranges restricted to a single or few hydrographic
basins. Because of their small size, species of
Pseudophoxinus may easily be overlooked or mis-
identified, and their taxonomic diversity is cer-
tainly underestimated. We describe a new spe-
cies from southern Peloponnese, Greece, and pro-
vide comments on other populations.
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