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Bryconamericus ikaa, a new species
from tributaries of the río Iguazú in Argentina

(Characiformes, Characidae)

Jorge R. Casciotta*, Adriana E. Almirón* and María de las Mercedes Azpelicueta*

Bryconamericus ikaa, new species, from the río Iguazú basin in Misiones, Argentina, is distinguished from all
congeneric species by the combination of: premaxilla with 4-6 teeth on the outer row, teeth aligned and tricuspidate
or tetracuspidate, maxillary teeth 3-4 and usually pentacuspidate, 18-21 branched anal-fin rays, lateral line with
36-38 perforated scales, a short caudal peduncle (11.6-13.3  % SL), a ventrally elongate black humeral spot, a very
faint second humeral spot, and a narrow black lateral band.
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Introduction

After his expedition to the río Iguazú, Haseman
(1911) stated that the fish fauna of that river
system was poor in number of species. In actual-
ity relatively few studies have been carried out
on components of the fish fauna in the río Iguazú
basin (Garavello, 1977; Almirón et al., 2002;
Azpelicueta et al., 2003). Recent collecting trips
to the río Iguazú basin yielded several new spe-
cies, one of which, a new species of Bryconameri-
cus is described herein. Additional collecting ef-
forts in the Iguazú basin will probably demon-
strate the presence of other new species.

Material and methods

Measurement and morphometric characters fol-
low Azpelicueta et al. (2003). Specimens were
cleared and stained (C&S) for cartilage and bone

following Taylor & Van Dyke (1985). Abbrevia-
tions for collections: AI, Asociación Ictiológica,
La Plata, Argentina; FML, Instituto Fundación
Miguel Lillo, Tucumán; MACN, Museo Argenti-
no de Ciencias Naturales, Buenos Aires; MHNG,
Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Genève; MLP,
Museo de La Plata, La Plata.

Bryconamericus ikaa, new species
(Figs. 1-2)

Holotype. MACN-ict 8648, 60.9 mm SL; Argen-
tina: Misiones: Iguazú basin, arroyo Tateto (25°47'
12.8"S 53°58'12.9"W); J. Casciotta, A. Almirón &
M. de las M. Azpelicueta; Feb 2002.

Paratypes. Argentina: Misiones: río Iguazú ba-
sin: MHNG 2640.35, 4, 54.9-56.7 mm SL; AI 114, 4
(C&S), 46.8-49.7 mm SL; AI 108, 10, 49.5-55.7 mm
SL; same data as holotype. – AI 109, 5, 52.0-
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