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Apistogramma alacrina, a new species of cichlid fish
(Teleostei: Cichlidae)

from Colombia

Sven O. Kullander*

Apistogramma alacrina, new species, from the Orteguaza (Amazon basin) and upper Guaviare (Orinoco basin) river
drainages in Colombia, represents a unique distribution pattern covering western Orinoco and western Amazon
tributaries. It is unique in the genus in possessing a dark blotch lining the ventral margin of the pectoral-fin base.
It is otherwise most similar to species of the A. macmasteri species group, but males have short instead of produced
dorsal-fin lappets.
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Introduction

Species of Apistogramma are small cichlid fishes,
generally less than 60 mm SL, comprising 51 val-
id species (Kullander, 2003). Most species have
fairly limited geographical distribution, and very
few are found in more than one major river basin.
In this paper I report on a species of Apistogram-
ma recorded from both the Orinoco and Amazon
basins, but that is restricted to adjacent headwa-
ters within these major drainages.

Methods

Measurements and counts were taken as de-
scribed by Kullander (1980, 1986). Standard length
(SL) is measured from the tip of the upper jaw to
the middle of the base of the caudal fin. Scales in
a horizontal row (row E1 scales) are a count of the
scales in the row above that including the lower

lateral line. Vertebral counts were taken from
radiographs made with a Philips MG-105 low
voltage X-ray unit. Statistical analyses were made
using SPSS 11.5. Drawings were made with the
use of a drawing tube attached to a WILD M5APO
dissection microscope.

Museum abbreviations: CAS, California Acad-
emy of Sciences, San Francisco; ICNMNHN, In-
stituto de Ciencias Naturales, Museo Nacional
de Historia Natural, Bogotá; NRM, Swedish
Museum of Natural History, Stockholm; UF, Flor-
ida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville.

Apistogramma alacrina, new species
(Fig. 1)

Holotype (Fig. 1). UF 33670, adult male, 54.1 mm
SL; Colombia: Departamento Meta: Río Guaviare
drainage, Río Ariari, roadside pond on E side of
road from Vista Hermosa to San Martín, 4.9 km
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