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A new species of Astyanax
from río Uruguay basin, Argentina

(Characiformes: Characidae)

Jorge R. Casciotta*, Adriana E. Almirón* and María de las Mercedes Azpelicueta*

Astyanax saguazu, new species, is distinguished by the following combination of characters: two or three maxillary
teeth, third or fourth tooth of outer premaxillary series inserted posteriorly to the rest, large eye (41-45 % HL), first
anal-fin ray inserted anterior to last dorsal-fin ray, high number of anal-fin rays (iv-vi, 25-29), and 37-39 perforated
scales in lateral series.The large eye and the presence of 25-29 branched anal-fin rays differentiate the species from
other Astyanax living in southern South America.
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Introduction

The genus Astyanax is one of the most common
taxon in freshwaters of South America, with a
number of species still uncertain. In fact, Garutti
& Britski (2000) considered about 100 nominal
species, and the estimate of Bertaco & Malabarba
(2001) is 74 species and subspecies. The defini-
tion of the genus is traditionally based on mor-
phological characters, specially on the teeth. The
most complete revision were published by Ei-
genmann (1921, 1927) and Géry (1977). In subse-
quent papers, authors have considered species of
different geographical areas (Géry et al., 1996;
Garutti & Britski, 1997; 2000; Melo, 2001). There
are neither critical studies on species diversity
nor phylogenetic revisions which demonstrate
the monophyly of the genus.

The geographical known distribution of the
genus extends from southern United States to the

río Negro, northern Patagonia, Argentina (Al-
mirón et al., 1997). Several new species of the
genus Astyanax were described with material
collected in the province of Misiones, northeast-
ern Argentina. Collecting sites included many
streams flowing into the Paraná and Uruguay
river basins (Azpelicueta & García, 2000; Azpe-
licueta et al., 2002a-b). The objective of the present
paper is to describe a new species of Astyanax
from affluents of the río Uruguay basin.

Material and methods

Measurements are straight distances taken with
calliper. Abbreviations of the institutions follow
Leviton et al. (1985), except for: AI, Asociación
Ictiológica, La Plata; FCMVD-SG, Facultad de
Ciencias, Universidad de la República, Montevi-
deo.
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