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Akysis clavulus, a new species of catfish
(Teleostei: Akysidae)
from central Vietnam

Heok Hee Ng* and Jorg Freyhof**

Akysis clavulus, new species, from the Cai and Duc My River drainages, east slope of the Annam Cordilleras in
central Vietnam, is distinguished from all members of the A. pseudobagarius species group in having a subterminal
mouth, the anterior and posterior nostrils separated by a distance greater than the length of the nasal-barbel base,
and an emarginate caudal fin. It can be distinguished from congeners of the A. variegatus species group in having
the following unique combination of characters: an emarginate caudal fin, the presence of 3-5 serrae on the
posterior edge of the pectoral spine, an evenly-sloping ethmoidal region, the sides of head gently curving, 1+5-6
gill rakers on the first branchial arch, conical-shaped tubercles on head and body, the lightly contrasting colour

pattern, and tubercles arranged in prominent longitudinal rows on the ventral third of the body.

Introduction

Catfishes of the genus Akysis are small cryptical-
ly-coloured species generally found in fast-flow-
ing streams with a sandy or a rocky bottom. They
are characterized by the possession of four pairs
of barbels, lack of palatal teeth, a long-based
adipose fin, the gill opening extending above the
pectoral base and a tough leathery skin covered
with tubercles. Until recently, the genus has been
poorly-studied, mainly due to difficulty in ob-
taining specimens and subsequent poor repre-
sentation in museum collections. There are cur-
rently 21 species of Akysis, of which 15 are found
in mainland Southeast Asia (Ng & Kottelat, 1998;
2000; Ng & Tan, 1999), and the rest in Sundaic

Southeast Asia. The phylogenetic relationship of
Akysis has been studied by de Pinna (1996), who
concluded that Akysis is the sister group to all
other akysids (Parakysis, Acrochordontichthys and
Breitensteinia). However, de Pinna acknowledged
that Akysis was poorly sampled in his study and
may be deemed non-monophyletic in more en-
compassing studies. This has been vindicated by
current evidence from a more detailed study of
the genus (de Pinna & Ng, unpub. data). During
an ichthyological survey of the river drainages in
central Vietnam undertaken by JF, a species of
Akysis was obtained, which on comparison with
other known species was found to be undescribed.
We describe this species here as A. clavulus.
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