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Schistura pridii, a new nemacheiline loach
(Teleostei: Balitoridae)
from Upper Chao Phraya drainage, northern Thailand

Chavalit Vidthayanon*

Schistura pridii, new species, is described from hill streams in the Chiang Dao Wildlife Sanctuary, upper Chao
Phraya basin, Chiangmai Province, northern Thailand. It is distinguished from all species of the genus by striking
black and yellow color pattern, with unique bars and saddles on back; elongate, cylindrical body, depth 11-16 % SL;

and absence of caudal basal bar.

Introduction

The nemacheiline loach genus Schistura McClel-
land, 1838 is widely distributed throughout South
and Southeast Asia where it inhabits mainly hill
streams, waterfalls and also penetrates into sub-
terranean waters. At least 91 species are known
from the Indochinese Peninsula and Myanmar
(Kottelat, 1990, 1998, 2000, 2001; Freyhof & Serov,
2001), among them 29 have been reported to
occur in Thailand. During a biodiversity survey
in the upper Chao Phraya drainage, an addition-
al species was found. The aim of this paper is to
provide a name of this new species.

Material and methods
Specimens were collected by dipnet and pre-

served in 10 % formalin prior to transfer to etha-
nol. They were measured with dial caliper, point

to point. Method for counts and measurements
follow Kottelat (1990). Material examined is in
the following collections: CMK, Collection of
Maurice Kottelat, Cornol; NIFI, National Inland
Fishery Institute, Department of Fisheries, Bang-
kok; ZRC, Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Re-
search, National University of Singapore.

Schistura pridii, new species
(Fig. 1)

Schistura sp. 1: Vidthayanon et al., 1997: 41.

Holotype. NIFI2909, 35.5 mm SL, Thailand: Chi-
angmai Prov.: stream Nam Muen, a tributary of
river Mae Taeng, upper Chao Phraya basin; C.
Vidthayanon and Doi Chiang Dao Wildlife Sanc-
tuary staff, 22 Feb 1996.

Paratypes. ZRC 40101, 3ex., 27.0-35.0 mm SL;
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